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plication for United States Patent 

Declaration and Power of Attorney 

£ : /As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

iJ 

Tft^^ My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor 
(if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT SEAL ASSEMBLY 



the specification of which: 


□ is attached hereto 

a was filed on June 20. 2001 , as 

Application Serial No. 09/885,856 

and was amended- on -- - - . ~ 

(if applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, 
as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination of this application in accordance with 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56* 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19 of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a 
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 

Prior Foreign Application(s) priority 

claimed 


(Number) 

(Country) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

yes 

no 

(Number) 

(Country) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

yes 

no 

(Number) 

(Country) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

yes 

no 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19 of any United States application(s) listed below and, 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §112,1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information 
as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the 
national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

09/434,608 November 5. 1999 Patented 

(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status: patented, pending, abandoned) 

60/126,356 March 26, 1999 Abandoned 


(check 
one) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status: patented, pending, abandoned) 



FROM : CORE DYSJPMICS ' /jg^ FftX N0 - : 9046412851 Sep. 11 2001 02: 15PM P2 

) . : 


rower oT^oornoy: a* a nmw^^or^n^oy a^im ^- i-«^t "i^^T* ^11' ' Ti not' 

« 1*8 ™d MicWl E Whitham, Re S . No. 32.635, Kevin A. Keif. K*g. No. 30,331, A^tSxcw M. Caldcron, Reg, Nc. 38,003* 
« °' i'Itt vr m vuitoiftl Tvler-Cross Keg. No. 4S,*22, Philip D. Lane, No. 41,140. Stai-Otou OloU, Reg. 

?%Se?No e No^ t5 58 as ***** - ^cure 

TysS 

LLP at (703) 712-5000. 

I hereby declare that all statement* made herein of my own Knowledge are true and th*t all stawncate made on informano^ 
and bdirf^S£!S2 mis; and Mr mat these statements were made wirhthc ^wl^e th« ^ ftte «~ « and 
*e lite lo made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Sccoon 1001 of Tide U of the Uinred Statesman* that 
such willful false rarasrncnts rnay jeopardize the validity of the applicant or any patent jacued ifc«reon. 


Full Name of Sole 
or Pint Inventor; 



Inventors Suture *H /\ ^ >atC; ^^ f^T 

v^Aeaee* ftrlesonvnie, Florida 
Citizenship: USA 


POST Office Address: 1 1222*3 St. Joh ^ frdaamal Park3^C2^Cfr4«l 32246 , , 

FuU Nam* of Second 

Joini Tnventnr: Michael E. PfcOSek ^ ■ — — i m i " 1 

Inventor's Signature JZgl ^ - &m<r<^ ^/^W^C =^Datc: ^ 1 H( \ 

p Jag^Q^Tpe. Florida . - ■ ■ ■ — — - — — 

rjrigfinship : USA. 


Post Office Address: 1 1222*4 Sl John Tudnstrial Patkwav fZip Code) 3224$. 


*Tide37 4 Code of Federal Regulation^ § 1.56: . 

(a) A patcnr by iis very nature is affected with a public xniexcst. The public interest is best served, ancf die xrwsr eff»caw patent 
examination occurs when, at the rime an application is being examined, the Office ia awe of and evaluates ft» teaching of all 
miBrmation material oo paTcnrability. E«a individual associared with «hs «d p*os*cuttex paieni application has a dutry of 
candor and £ ood faith toward the Patent and Trademark Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known 
to that individual to be material w pamfebitiry a* defined in this section. The duty id disclose infonnation ^exists wnh respect to oach 
pending claim until the claim is canceled or withdrawn fflom consideration, or the application* becomes abandoned. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to pareniatrttfty whim ft to not cumulative to in/ormation aksadjr ?i jeeerd #£ being 
made of record in the application, and CD it establishes , by itself or m combination widi other inW^tion, a prinaa case of 
unpatentability; 0? (?) it refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in; (0 opposing » Argui»*ni of unpat&ntaointy 
relied on by the Office, or (ii) asserting an sr^usncttt of patentability . 
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